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A. Principles underlying the GWH:

· Content can’t be divorced from its grammar: Clear written communication requires organized ideas expressed in standard English.

· Student writers need to become independent writers: The responsibility for correct writing must shift from teachers to students.

· Becoming an independent writer takes time: When students take responsibility for correcting their own papers, the positive effects are cumulative.

· No-Nos: Ignoring grammar errors gives students a false confidence in their writing. Correcting errors for students keeps them from learning from their mistakes.

B. Suggestions for Teachers

· Students must learn to navigate the correction system: In an ideal world, students could go to the symbol system and correct all their mistakes. In the real world, students will fumble and need time to learn the system. The more familiar they are with the material the more useful it becomes. See Student Tutorial.

· Students may need extra help: Any errors marked on a paper and not corrected by a student signal a need for special attention.
· Students can keep a record of recurring mistakes: One way to promote learning is to ask students to keep a list of repeated mistakes and make notes on how they can correct them.
· Students often learn best by focusing on a few errors at a time: Whether a teacher decides to point out all errors or to select a few depends on the class and students’ skill level.

C. Correction Process

1. the student’s original paper

2. teacher’s corrections(
3. the student’s self-corrected paper

4. the process the student followed in correcting the paper

1. student’s original paper:

Western Civilization have a special word for perfect society. Sir Thomas More used the word in 1516 in a book which named “Utopia.” The word which it comes from the Greek has two meanings. Utopia means both good place and no place. More imaged that the good or perfect place could not existed on earth. Since 1516, the word utopia applied to many different ideal society. In the seventeen hundreds adventurers attracted to the New World that they thought America was the Garden of Eden. “The Declaration of Independence, the communist movement in Russia, the sixties version of utopia which promised liberation through inner peace—all are utopias that represent different views of what the ideal society should be”. Some utopian dreams depend on improved technology and others preaching a return to nature.

2. teacher’s corrections




      s/v 


  art
Western Civilization have a special word for ^ perfect society. Sir 








     

a/p 
Thomas More used the word in 1516 in a book which named



   adj cl

“Utopia.” The word which it comes from the Greek has two meanings. 









      UD

Utopia means both good place and no place. More imaged that the 





aux
        UD

good or perfect place could not existed. Since 1516, the word utopia






    s/pl

applied to many different ideal society. In the seventeen hundreds 

   a/p






adv cl

adventurers attracted to the New World that they thought America was the Garden of Eden. “The Declaration of Independence, the communist movement in Russia—the sixties version of utopia which promised liberation through inner peace, all are utopias that represent different 




 


       p
doc
views of what the ideal society should be”.  ?  Some utopian dreams









//
 depend on improved technology and others preaching a return to nature.

3. the student’s self-corrected essay

Western Civilization has a special word for a perfect society. Sir Thomas More used the word in 1516 in a book which was named “Utopia.” The word which comes from the Greek has two meanings. Utopia means both good place and no place. More imagined that the good or perfect place could not exist on earth. Since 1516, the word utopia has applied to many different ideal societies. In the seventeen hundreds adventurers were attracted to the New World because they thought America was the Garden of Eden. “The Declaration of Independence, the communist movement in Russia, the sixties version of utopia which promised liberation through inner peace—all are utopias that represent different views of what the ideal society should be” (Williams, 1999, p. 53). Some utopian dreams depend on improved technology and others preach a return to nature.

4. the process the student followed in correcting the paper

Using a computer, the student brings up the original essay plus a the GWH and begins re-writing, clicking back and forth between the essay and the Handbook. In most cases, clicking on the relevant correction symbol gives the student the information to self-correct.

      s/v 
1. Western Civilization have a special word for a perfect society.

The student clicks on s/v, is reminded that subject and verb must agree, and changes have to has.








       art

2. Western Civilization has a special word for ^ perfect society.

The student clicks on art, is reminded to use a/an before a singular count noun, and adds a.










                 a/p 
3. Sir Thomas More used the word in 1516 in a book which named “Utopia.”

The student clicks on a/p, is reminded when to use the passive voice, what form to use, and changes named to was named. 



         adj cl

4. The word which it comes from the Greek has two meanings.

The student clicks on adj cl, sees how to form adjective clauses and is also directed to Common Errors. Common Errors gives an example of an adjective clause with a double subject, tells the student why it’s incorrect, and shows how to correct it.










     UD

5. Utopia means both good place and no place. More imaged that the good or perfect place could not exist on earth.

The student clicks on UD, clicks on ‘i,’ then scrolls to image, and learns that imagine is a verb, but image is not.









aux
6. More imagined that the good or perfect place could not existed on earth.

The student clicks on aux, is reminded how to form modals, and is also directed to UD which includes a full explanation, plus examples, of how to form and use can/could. All modals, listed alphabetically, are explained in the Usage Dictionary.

       UD

7. Since 1516, the word utopia applied to many different ideal societies.

The student clicks on UD, clicks on ‘s,’ and scrolls to since. The student learns that since is used in time phrases with the present perfect tense and sees examples of its use.

8. Since 1516, the word utopia has applied to many different ideal

   s/pl

society.

The student sees the singular/plural symbol (s/pl) and changes society to societies.








     a/p

9. In the seventeen hundreds adventurers attracted to the New World because they thought America was the Garden of Eden.

The student clicks on a/p, is reminded when to use the passive voice, what form to use, and changes attracted to were attracted.

10. In the seventeen hundreds adventurers were attracted to the New 


       adv cl

World that they thought America was the Garden of Eden.

The student clicks on adv cl, sees how to form adverb clauses, and is also directed to Common Errors. Common Errors gives an example of an adverb clause using that and shows how to change it to because.

11. “The Declaration of Independence, the communist movement in Russia, the sixties version of utopia which promised liberation through inner peace—all are utopias that represent different views of what the 





p
ideal society should be”.
The student clicks on p, then clicks on ‘punctuation with quotation marks,’ and is shown how to place periods inside quotation marks.

12. “The Declaration of Independence, the communist movement in Russia, the sixties version of utopia which promised liberation through inner peace—all are utopias that represent different views of what the 





doc

ideal society should be”.  ?
The student clicks on doc (documentation) and learns how to document quotations using either APA or MLA.

13. Some utopian dreams depend on improved 





//

technology and others preaching a return to nature.

The student clicks on // ( faulty parallelism ) and sees how to make words and phrases grammatically parallel.

( There is more than one way to mark errors on a student paper. Different instructors with different approaches can still use the GWH effectively.





